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order to strengthen the sympathy between the United
States and Russia, for which I had laid a foundation. The
American Government, too, regarded this plan with favour.
I communicated about this matter with Count Lamsdorff,
pointing out to him the political significance of the .tour.
I received a rather evasive reply. On the one hand, His
Majesty granted me his permission to undertake the tour
and even seemed to be anxious to see the plan carried into
efiect; on the other hand, certain conditions were imposed
which made me believe that the project was looked at
askance in St. Petersburg. As I arn not accustomed to such
replies, and as, besides, by temperament I am literally un-
able to bear such treatment, I made no bones about wiring
back to Count Lamsdorff that I did not wish to undertake
the tour. Knowing, as I did, the atmosphere which sur-
rounded His Majesty, I immediately grasped the situation.
The reception which I was given in America was, of course,
well known in St. Petersburg and disturbed many a cour-
tier's sleep. Naturally, intriguing began. It was, no doubt,
insinuated within His Majesty's hearing that I was aiming
at becoming the president of the Russian Republic, "Look
how easily he wins the sympathy of the masses," some of
my well wishers probably told His Majesty. "He must not
be allowed to increase his popularity.7' The Emperor him-
self on one occasion had been heard to say: "Witte is a
hypnotist. No sooner does he open his mouth in the Im-
perial Council or any other meeting than he gains the sup-
port of his very enemies." The plotters also tried to spoil
my relations with Count Larnsdorfi by insinuating that I
was seeking to eclipse and finally supplant him, but they
could not prevail against our true friendship and the count's
noble-heartedness*
Upon rny arrival in New York, Baron Rosen and I went
to pay a farewell visit to President Roosevelt at Oy&ter Bay.
We dined with the President in his family circle, as during